SOUTH HADLEY PLANNING BOARD VIRTUAL MEETING
MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 28, 2022
As Approved
Present: Brad Hutchison, Chair; Diane Mulvaney, Vice-Chair; Joanna Brown, Clerk; Nate
Therien, Member; Michael Davis, Member; Michael Adelman, Associate Member; and Anne
Capra, Director of Planning and Conservation; Colleen Canning, Planning/Conservation
Coordinator
Chair Hutchison called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and reviewed the virtual meeting
protocols.
Agenda Item #1 --- Open Comment Period
Robert Pleasure, Jewett Lane, addressed the Board during the open comment period. At a recent
meeting, the Board reviewed findings within a grant funded planning study which sought to
evaluate the Town’s existing Water Supply Protection District (WSPD). He asked for the status
of implementation of the study’s recommendations. Director Capra stated that implementation
was a high priority. However, the Board was now focusing on adoption of the Master Plan and
would soon be considering updates to the Housing Production Plan. Relative to next steps
regarding the WSPD, a committee would be formed with representatives from key boards and
commissions to review and discuss strategies for increased protection. Funding had been
requested to initiate an Isotopic Study of the district’s water resources.
Agenda Item #2 --- Minutes
Draft minutes of the March 14, 2022 regular meeting and public hearing were sent to the Board
for review.
Motion: Member Davis moved to approve the March 14, 2022 regular meeting minutes. Clerk
Brown seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion
through roll call.
Agenda Item #3 --- Correspondences
The list of the correspondences were sent to the Board prior to the meeting. No new
correspondences were received.
Agenda Item #4 --- Approval Not Required (ANR) Plan filed by the Estate of Michael
Ciolek, Sr. for the purpose of reconfiguring lot lines between 39 Pine Street (Assessor’s
Map 40, Parcel 94) and 0 Pine Street (Assessor’s Map 40, Parcel 2)
Director Capra explained that the owner of two adjoining lots on Pine Street was seeking to
adjust the lot lines between both properties as well as carve off a small northern portion of the
property. The properties were within both Residence A-1 and Agricultural zoning districts. The
frontage of both lots on Pine Street would remain unchanged and satisfied minimum frontage
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requirements for Residence A-1. Any future development of the properties would require
conformity to whichever zoning district new construction was sited in. The split zoning of the
parcels was not a deterrent in endorsing the ANR. Pine Street and Dove Hill were presumed to
be Town owned which satisfied the standards for ‘type of way’ and ‘vital access’.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to endorse the Approval Not Required (ANR) Plan for the
purpose of reconfiguring lot lines between 39 Pine Street (Map 40, Parcel 94) and 0 Pine Street
(Map 40, Parcel 2) and moved to authorize the Director of Planning and Conservation to sign the
ANR on the Board’s behalf due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Clerk Brown seconded the motion.
Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
Agenda Item #5 --- Public Hearing Continuance to consider Special Permit and
Stormwater Management Permit applications filed by E-ink Corporation for demolition of
an industrial building and redevelopment of the existing site at 7 Gaylord Street, Assessor’s
Map 18 Parcel 86
The applicant, Wayne Ashworth of Eink Corporation, was present at the meeting along with
project consultant Rob Newton of BSC Group.
Additional information had been recently provided by the applicant. Therefore, the Board did not
have adequate time to review it. It was anticipated that the Board would continue the hearing to
allow adequate time for review.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to continue the hearing to April 11, 2022 at 6:30 PM.
Clerk Brown seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion
through roll call.
Agenda Item #7 --- Planning & Conservation Department Report on Planning Projects and
Development Updates
Director Capra detailed the following items:
• Master Plan - The Planning Board was scheduled to hold a public hearing to consider
adoption of the draft 2020 Master Plan update during tonight’s meeting. The first Townwide Master Plan workshop was scheduled to be held on November 4, 2022. As
envisioned, the workshop would seek to inform key members of the community about the
progress of the items identified within the Plan.
• Future Public Hearings – The Board was scheduled to hold a public hearing regarding
proposed updates to the Stormwater Management Bylaw before consideration for
adoption at Town Meeting. Additionally, the Board would host a hearing before
endorsement of the draft Route 202/33 Corridor Study.
Agenda Item #6 --- Public Hearing to consider final draft of the 2020 Master Plan Update
Chair Hutchison called the public hearing to order at 7:02 PM (See Public Hearing minutes)
The regular meeting reconvened at 8:28 PM
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Agenda Item #8 --- Other New Business
There was no new business to discuss.
Agenda Item #9 --- Adjourn
Motion: Member Therien moved to adjourn the meeting. Vice-Chair Mulavney seconded the
motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
The meeting adjourned at 8:31 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
As Approved
Colleen Canning, Planning/Conservation Coordinator
Appendix
Document
Pine Street and Dove Hill ANR

Document Location
Planning Files
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SOUTH HADLEY PLANNING BOARD VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING:
Final draft of the 2020 Master Plan Update
MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 28, 2022
As Approved
Present: Brad Hutchison, Chair; Diane Mulvaney, Vice-Chair; Joanna Brown, Clerk; Nate
Therien, Member; Michael Davis, Member; Michael Adelman, Associate Member; and Anne
Capra, Director of Planning and Conservation; Colleen Canning, Planning/Conservation
Coordinator
Chair Hutchison called the hearing to order at 7:02 PM and Clerk Brown read the notice aloud as
follows:
The South Hadley Planning Board, will hold a virtual public hearing on Monday, March 28, 2022 at 7:00
p.m. to discuss the final draft of the 2020 Master Plan Update.
The public hearing will be conducted virtually/online using the Zoom Webinar platform and persons may
join the meeting by either joining Zoom Webinar or by phone.
The log-in information is as follows:
URL to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81047595356?pwd=Yzl2MFpPajZHaDFDRHN3MDdPS0Vtdz09
Or join by phone: 1 (312) 626 6799
Webinar ID: 810 4759 5356 Passcode: 201965
The final 2020 Master Plan Update and appendices can be viewed on the South Hadley Planning
Department’s webpage here: https://www.southhadley.org/1078/2020-Master-Plan-Update Hard copies
of the plan may be viewed at the South Hadley Public Library, South Hadley Senior Center, and the South
Hadley Planning and Conservation Department.
Any person interested in, or wishing to be heard, regarding this application should appear/join the
hearing at the time and in the manner designated. The public hearing is being conducted in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 40-A, Section 11, Massachusetts General Laws as modified by Chapter 53
of the Special Acts of 2020 and the Governor’s Executive Orders pertaining to public gatherings during
the COVID 19 State of Emergency.
Joanna Brown, Clerk
South Hadley Planning Board
Publication: Friday, February 25, 2022
Friday, March 4, 2022

Director Capra prepared a slideshow (attached) to review the planning process behind the
existing Master Plan draft.
Clerk Brown wanted to see more language regarding inclusion of the LGBTQ+ community.
Additionally, she recommended changing language within the plan regarding technological
access. The plan referenced ‘fiber sonic’ but a more general term could be used such as ‘high
speed internet’ given the pace at which technology changes.
Chair Hutchison opened the meeting to public comment.
Robert Pleasure, Jewett Lane, addressed the Board. He like the inclusion of the implementation
plan which included a matrix of roles and responsibilities. He supported Clerk Brown’s
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comments on inclusion and mentioned that the new Town Administrator was seeking to institute
a Human Rights Committee.
Lucia Foley, Shadowbrook Estates, addressed the Board. She recommended that the responsible
entities as identified within the implementation plan should be in communication regarding
shared responsibilities. Director Capra stated that, with support from the new Town
Administrator, a yearly town-wide workshop would be held each year with key community
members who were identified as responsible entities.
Steven Franz, North Main Street, addressed the Board. He was concerned about what standards
were being used to identify which public shade trees would be removed as was identified in the
draft plan. Director Capra stated that the Town has two co-tree wardens and tree removal was
evaluated on a case-by-case basis.
Following public comments, the Board discussed next steps. It was the intention to close the
hearing and move to adopt the plan prior to Annual Town Meeting in May 2022. The Board
deliberated between finalizing and adopting the plan tonight to allow ample time for the
document to be prepared for Town Meeting versus continuing the hearing to the next meeting to
allow for further opportunity for public comment but allow less time for Town Meeting
preparation.
The Board circled back to the comments made by Clerk Brown regarding adding LGBTQ+
inclusive language. Director Capra identified that there were references in the plan regarding
LGBTQ+ inclusion. However, the Board could incorporate revisions now to more clearly
highlight that intention. Director Capra recommended that the definition of diversity within the
plan be added to Section 4: Plan Recommendations on page 40 under ‘changing demographics’.
Additionally, the definition of diversity could be referenced within Objective 1.6 and Objective
1.7. The definition could also be added to the glossary. No members indicated opposition to the
changes.
After continued discussion regarding whether or not to close the hearing, a unanimous decision
was not reached. However, at least a quorum of members indicated support for closing the
hearing and adoption of the plan.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to adjourn the hearing. Member Therien seconded the
motion. Four (4) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll call. Clerk
Brown voted against the motion.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to adopt the 2020 Master Plan Update with revisions as
discussed during the hearing. Member Therien seconded the motion Four (4) out of five (5)
members voted in favor of the motion through roll call. Clerk Brown voted against the motion.
The regular meeting reconvened at 8:28 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
As Apporved
2

As Approved – Master Plan Public Hearing
March 28, 2022

Colleen Canning, Planning/Conservation Coordinator
Appendix
Document
Slideshow
Draft 2020 Master Plan Update

Document Location
Attached
Planning Files
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2020 Master Plan Update
Public Hearing
March 28, 2022

2020 Master Plan Update
• Update of 2010 Master Plan
• Contracted with Harriman Associates, Tighe & Bond and RKG Associates –
October 2018
• Updated the Open Space and Recreation Plan 2019-2026 –Approved 2019

Master Plan Timeline
Start up

January 2019

Community Forums

February – October 2019

•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Forums:
February 27
March 27
April 24
May 29
October 23

Pulling it All Together

June – September 2019

• Final OSRP (June)
• Draft components of plan
(Summer)

Implementation Plan and Approval

September – January 2020

• Implementation Plan and
Discussion
• Draft and final plan
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Draft Plan
Issued

January 2020

Planning Board Review & Final
Edits

January – June 2021

COVID Pandemic Began
•
•
•

Town Board and Committee comments
Available for public comment
Planning Board met 11 times to deliberate on
draft plan

Final Edits

July – December 2021

• Harriman Associates
• Planning Director

Final Draft Plan issued January 2022

January – March 2022

• Public Comment
• Public Hearing March 28,
2022
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Master Plan Requirements
Vision & Goals

Implementation Plan

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 41, Section 81D
Housing

Services and Facilities

Land Use

Natural, Cultural, and Historic Resources

Economic Development

Open Space and Recreation

Circulation and Transportation
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Community Forums - 2019
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Community Forums - 2019

February 27

March 27

April 24

May 29

October 23

Balance
Preservation
and
Development

Neighborhoods
for
All Ages

People,
Prosperity,
Housing, and
Connections

Sustainability
and Resiliency

Vision, Goals &
Strategies

19 “Meetings in a Box” – Master Plan Implementation Committee
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Section 3 Community Vision

“The community and the municipal government share a focus on
maintaining a positive, mutually supportive relationship that
establishes and implements policies that support a healthy and
sustainable natural, physical and economic environment in which the
entire community can prosper.
These policies encourage access to a variety of jobs, goods, services,
housing types, and educational, social cultural, and recreational
opportunities for individuals who live, work, play and learn in South
Hadley.”
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Vision

To accomplish the vision, the South Hadley community will:
 Create a respectful and welcoming environment in which all
community members can prosper and thrive.
 Provide community-wide stewardship of its natural, cultural, and
historic resources.
 Incorporate measures in its policies and practices to increase the
Town’s resiliency and ability to prosper and thrive in response to
challenges such as a significant economic downturn, climate change,
or other stressors.
 Be a leader in municipal communication, with the public and among
municipal staff, boards and volunteer committees.
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Goals
1.

South Hadley creates an environment in which all community members
can prosper and thrive.

2.

South Hadley provides community-wide stewardship of its natural, cultural,
and historic resources.

3.

South Hadley incorporates measures in its policies and practices to
increase the Town’s resiliency and ability to prosper and thrive in response
to challenges such as a significant economic downturn, climate change, or
other stressors.

4.

South Hadley is a leader in municipal communication, with the public and
among municipal staff, boards and volunteer committees.
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Goal 1: A Thriving Community

Objectives*
1-1 Support job retention and growth
1-2 Economic development provides well-paying jobs
1-3 Creation of variety of housing types and price ranges
1-4 Improve connections to open space and recreation
1-5 Multi-generational programming
1-6 Support educational resources
1-7 Welcoming to diverse population
* Objectives are paraphrased
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Goal 2: Caring For Our Resources

Objectives*
2-1 Protect drinking water supplies
2-2 Support acquisition and maintenance of open space
2-3 Protect agricultural land
2-4 Protect historic buildings, land use patterns and viewsheds
2-5 Integrate cultural opportunities
2-6 Seek funding sources
2-7 Protect woodlands
* Objectives are paraphrased
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Goal 3: A Resilient Community

Objectives*
3-1

Address climate change and resiliency

3-2

Diversify tax base

3-3

Encourage participation in town boards and committees

3-4

Connect all to high-speed fiber network

3-5

Utilize non-tax base revenue sources

* Objectives are paraphrased
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Goal 4: Excellent Communication

Objectives*
4-1

Support multi-ethnic, multiracial community identity

4-2

Provide consistent and positive messaging

4-3

Clear and consistent messaging on Town policies

4-4

Provide timely information

4-5

Function well in emergencies

4-6

Communicate progress in Master Plan goals

4-7

Improve access to information and participation in town goverance

* Objectives are paraphrased
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Section 4 Plan Recommendations
Major Areas of Discussion:
o Balance between housing and commercial development.
o The need to accommodate an aging population and the resources needed.
o Need to attract business that would provide jobs, goods, and services to all residents.
o Impacts of climate change on residents and significant natural resources.

 Strengths, Weakness & Opportunities
 Sustainability and Resiliency
 Housing Variety
 Economic Development
 Preservation
 Connections
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Section 5
Implementation Plan
 Goals
 Objectives
 Actions
 Priority
 Timeline
 Responsible Entity
Appendix F lists subentity
 Proposed Metrics
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NEXT STEPS
• Public Hearing - March 28, 2022
• Final edits
• Planning Board votes to adopt
plan
• Town Meeting Endorsement –
May 11, 2022

