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Present: Tony Judge, Chair; Dr. Christine McKiernan, Vice Chalr, Efé’Ssica Collins, Board of Health
Member; Karen Walsh Pio, Board of Health Clerk; Sharon Hart, Public Health Director; Jennifer
Jernigan, Assistant Public Health Director; Monasia asar, Health Compliance Specialist, Maureen

Couture, Public Health Nurse

The Board of Health Meeting was called to order atéédZ}p.m. by Chair Judge. £

1. Acceptance of the Minutes of the Noy

eting;

Chair Judge introduced the minutes from the ,,'11/11'/"22’~meeting akr‘i:d:.il«qfuestioned if there were any
comments or changes to be made. No change[‘élere brq'ug’ tforth tbyth}e Board. Walsh Pio made a
motion to accept the meeting minutes and Collins seconded it. A rol Icall was taken, Collins, Judge, and
Walsh Pio approved the r‘h‘ihutes. Dr. McKiernan é‘i’:sstaiﬁéd as she was not present at the meeting and
could not verify the accuracy of the minutes. E

2. Announcements

Hart introdu‘ced'«Maureen Cou\“tﬂ‘tihe,, the newly appointed public health nurse. Couture outlined her
primary duties for the Departmeﬁﬁ:?apd highilighted her efforts in disease surveillance and COVID-19
follow up. Hart noted that the Department does disease surveillance for over 90 communicable diseases
and is actively following up on positiﬂ(ﬁé COVID cases of those who are 65 years of age and older. The
Department receives ndﬁﬁ(ﬁ;ation from the state regarding positive PCR test results for follow up. Hart
noted that she sends out a we eklyfiﬁéiport to Town Administration regarding case numbers and such.
There has been a total of 74 COVID related deaths in Town since March 1, 2020.

The Town has received 9,000 COVID test kits that have been distributed to the COA, libraries, and other
town buildings for public access. Test kits have also been delivered to positive cases upon request by the
public health nurse. Walsh Pio noted that those 65 and older have access to 8 free test kits a month
through Medicare. It was also mentioned that people should be mindful of the test kits expiration date
prior to administering the test. Judge questioned if a new vaccine will be available soon. Hart noted the
State is getting together to discuss what that looks like. There will be an analysis of the prevalence of
strains to decide which strains should be included in the new booster.
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Collins shared that the Public Health Institute will be hosting a webinar on January 20,2023 at 12 pm
about long COVID. Dr. McKiernan noted that Baystate hospital is also studying the effects of long term
COVID. Collins noted she would share the link with the Department staff to be posted on the website
and forwarded to the Western Mass Public Health Association.

3. Director’s Update:

MA Sanitary Code.

ention tobacco training hosted by the
School. Suspensions are no longer
providing vape detectors, the Health

Through the PHE grant, Hart and staff h
American Lung Association that will be inr

Department will also aid in setting up a tob
Although effective, the cessat
basis. The program is know
technologies like nicotin

schools in Town have been certified as sheltéFs’through the Red Cross. In the event of an emergency,
Red Cross would help with shelter operations.

Director Hart reported that'sh been working on the assessment of the septic systems for the
condos being built on Skinner Woods Estate located on Amherst Rd. Per Hart, the assessment has been
difficult to conduct as changes were made to the original plan without notice or approval. The
Department also has to redo perc tests to accommodate the changes made to the original plan. The
Planning Department also had to intervene as the proposed septic system design will now have to
interfere into an area previously defined as restricted to accommodate all the changes made to the
original property design and layout. The project developer will have to go before the Planning Board on
January 23" with the new proposal including all the changes made. Collins shared her frustration with
this and asked if the developer is likely to face any consequences. Hart shared that penalties and
additional requirements would have to be issued by the Planning Board.
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Hart shared that the Age and Dementia Committee has released a new resource document for seniors.
Director Hart mentioned she was recently asked if she would be a part of an intersectional Department
of Mental Health Advisory Board. Upon waiting for background clearance, Hart was notified that South
Hadley had been recategorized into the Hampden district although it is demographically apart of
Hampshire County. Hart will be reassigned to the Hampden District, group instead, where she is already
working with Chicopee and Holyoke with the Public Excellence grant

4, New Business:

'al information mcludlng details on the
llow up with Kristen Maher, the
_,‘iynformation.

{ ,: , t and Town website with emerging public health
news and events. This typically i mcludes‘ A Gge overflow into the Connecticut River

upcoming COVID-19 vaccine chmcs, €
of traffic the public health webpage rece!ves Hart noted that it had been reported that the public health
page had received 10, 800 Vtsn:s in the month of November She attributed some of its popularity to
COVID. Hart aise mentioned tha t the Web ;;,te has been reorganized and streamhned with overarching
topics on the sude ier

(C) Update- South Hadiey; Drug & Alcohol Prevention Coalition (Karen):

Karen shared that aIthoughiéh' ,a/S’ not present at the last coalition meeting, she would provide an
overview of the meeting utilizing the minutes. It was reported that 279 pounds of drugs were turned in
for the Drug Take Back Day event. Hart added that the Police station is a permanent location for the
collection of unused drugs. Walsh Pio highlighted that the turnout is a testament to the importance of
the program. Hart shared that lock boxes were also distributed at the event to help guardians keep
drugs and paraphernalia away from minors.

The coalition will be sponsoring a bus to the upcoming cotillion on January 28™ to ensure the safe
transport of students to and from the event. The coalition presented to the South Hadley School
Committee at the December 1%t meeting to provide an overview on what the coalition does. The
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coalition was invited back later to present data on the use of drugs amongst students over the years.

Collins recalled the presentation that was given outlining the roadmap of the state’s efforts targeting
behavior health. It highlighted the large amount of funding coming in from the American Rescue Plan for
treatment initiatives that will establish behavioral health centers. The centers will provide 24-hour
service, urgent care, support for families, etc. The Center for Hum 3n Development will oversee the
operations for South Hadley. .

c:oaht;on s name to include mental health to

Walsh Pio noted there have been proposals to modify
gain access to the incoming funds, as their current fu g source is set tQ explre soon. Walsh Pio
highlighted that the coalition’s mission is centered around prevention efforts and has concern that the
name change may impact that, as the funding is inte ed for treatment efforts, Universal prevention
strategies are able to target and impact a wider audience in comp" rison to treatn ent methods This is
shown in the data as youth drug usage in’ '
implementation of prevention methods.

related literature available to
bj ct.

"‘,’CADCA outreach opportumtles with the Drama Club and
changes. Collins shared she would be willing to share information

Walsh Pio noted that there is an 11* grade Health Fair being hosted tonight and hoped it would have a
good turnout. Collins shared her delight with the diversity in attendees at the coalition meetings. Walsh
Pio noted that the intent of the coalition is to have at least representation from at least 16 different
interest groups.

Discussion about cannabis pursued:

Collins questioned if it would be possible to add cannabis as a topic to the next meeting’s agenda. She
would like to discuss what is going on regionally with the cannabis industry and to gain a better
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understanding of the Cannabis Control Commission. Walsh Pio noted she has attended some cannabis
related meetings and was pleased to know that South Hadley had passed the bylaw restricting the
commercial sale of marijuana, eliminating the applicability of some of the items within the cannabis
industry. Chair Judge agreed to put it on the agenda for further discussion. Dr. McKiernan requested that
Jernigan send out a reminder to the Board members two weeks prior to a meeting requesting agenda
item proposals.

(D) Master Plan Update:

Chair Judge mentioned he felt as though not enough. rogress had bee made in reference to the tasks
assigned to the Board of Health by MPIC. Collins ob cted and shared tha'%fiéh,g felt that the Board of
Health has made noticeable progress on their assiyg”ﬁéd tasks. Collins and Ha met with a MPIC
representative to review the tasks assigned to the Boai"‘d,{!pf Health. med that the Board of
Health has already made strides on some items, such as:"ch] 155 g of regulations”éé;en with the recent
approval of the animal keeping and glypht ate regulations. Collins noted some modifications may need
to be made to the monitoring section as the  Board of Health doesnot have access to the technology
listed. The Board should review the Master Plan again with attention to their assigned tasks and provide
a status update. The Board members requesty‘é‘aran up d copy of'fhg;Master Plan depicting their
assigned tasks as there was previously some confusion ot the correct version.

Discussion about Isotope Sﬁidy”pursue :

Chair Judge questioned if there were any follo up actions required for the aquifer isotope study. The
researchers;iWiH use varioug}’ﬁmthodsi‘tﬁc identify réi*éi:iy‘e ages of the water sources. The project is
estimated td’té}k,e about a yeai"f::t"qcomp‘létge,yThe advisory committee must wait for that data to become
available prior'“"cdf'reviewing the ré‘sults and providing commentary.

(E) Health Equity Framework:
Chair Judge introduced the ’h'gaylth:’ﬂéq:uity framework document curated by Director Hart as the next
topic to be discussed. Collins commended the document and felt as though it effectively conveyed the

Board’s stance and commitment to health equity. The Board members agreed to thoroughly review the
document with the intent of discussing and approving it at the next Board meeting.
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5. Old Business:

(A) Glyphosate and Glufosinate Regulation — Board to sign Regulation:

Director Hart mentioned that the Glyphosate and Glufosinate regulation was not signed at the last
meeting after it was approved. Copies of the regulation were passed out and signed by the Board
members. ,

(B) Minimum Standards for the Keeping of Animals Regulatlon Board to sign
Regulation: "

Director Hart mentioned that the minimum standar ’,for the keeplng of anlmj
signed at the last meeting after it was approved. Copies: ;
the Board members.

s regulation was not

6. Set Next Meeting Date — (TBD) at 6:00

at the library.

Discussion about u:

7. Adjourn the mé&ting:

Chair Judge mentioned he would ac(:épt a motion to adjourn the meeting. Walsh Pio made the motion
and Dr. McKiernan seconded i members were in consensus.

The meeting was adjourned atv’/'ﬁVZO p.m.
Respectfully,

Monasia Ceasar
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ATTACHMENT A
RECORD LOCATION
Director’s Report BOH File
BOH Meeting Minutes 11.22.22 . BOHFik
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Buttery Brook Watershed Restoration: *revised* EENF and Proposed
EIR (South Hadley, MA)

From Fuss & O’Neill Inc.

On behalf of the Town of South Hadley, please find revised versions of
the Buttery Brook Watershed Restoration Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF) and
the Proposed Environmental Impact Report (ERR) linked below for your review.

Links:

Expanded Environmental Notification Form, dated January 30, 3023

Proposed Environmental Impact Report, dated January 30, 3023






















February 2020 Page 3 of 1

cemeteries, conservation areas, water protection districts, traffic islands, parking lots,
beaches, roadsides, golf courses, and food production plots.

Organic Land Management (OLM) shall be the methodology of choice to understand,
prevent and manage unwanted vegetation problems on town-owned/-operated
properties. This limits management products and interventions to those approved by
NOFA, Beyond Pesticides and/or Organic Materials Review Institute (OMRI) or another
comparable equivalent determined by the South Hadley Board of Health.

All glufosinate and glyphosate-based herbicide products currently stored in or on town-
owned premises shall be compiled by the Director of Public Works or Solid Waste
Coordinator, who shall have the authority to dispose of any such products, including all
GBHSs, through a Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP)
approved method.

This regulation shall only apply to properties owned and operated by the Town and not
to private property. Accordingly, it shall not infringe upon any state laws or regulations
including Massachusetts General Law Chapter 132B (the “Massachusetts Pesticide
Control Act”) and Chapter 333 of the Code of Massachusetts Regulations, nor any
Federal Laws or regulations.

E. Exemption:

A request for an exemption shall be made to the South Hadley Board of Health in
writing.

An exemption can only be granted by the South Hadley Board of Health, or its
designated agent(s), due to an imminent threat to public health. An exemption shall
only be granted after all non-toxic interventions have been exercised and failed to
produce a tolerable outcome.

F. Enforcement:

Enforcement of this regulation shall be by the South Hadley Board of Health or its
designated agent(s).

Any person who desires to register a complaint pursuant to this regulation may do so by

contacting the South Hadley Board of Health or its designated agent(s) and the Board
shall investigate.

G. Severability:
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