
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE 
 

 BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 
 & 

AGENDA 
 

April 8th, 2025 
 

6:00 p.m.   
 
 
  

    Join Zoom Webinar from your Computer:  
Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android:  

Passcode: 807829 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9257712692 

                                                                       
                                                                    Or join by phone  

US: +1 +1 646 931 3860 US 
Webinar ID: 848 1220 6670  

Passcode: 807829 
 

 
 

 
 

NOTE:  Not all the topics listed in this notice may actually be reached for 
discussion.  In addition, the topics listed are those which the Chair reasonably 

expects will be discussed as of the date of this notice. 
 
To: Board of Health Members 
 
From: Sharon D. Hart, Director of Public Health 
 
Re: A Board of Health Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 8th, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. at the South Hadley Library.   
 

1: The Chair will announce the meeting is being recorded and by either the 
Board/Committee or a member of the audience.  

 

SHARON HART, Director of Public Health 

CHRISTINE McKIERNAN, M.D. - Chair 
MICHAEL ROSNER, M.D. – Vice Chair 
KAREN WALSH PIO - Clerk 
TONY JUDGE 
STEPHEN FRANTZ 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9257712692


 
2: Chair to Call the Meeting to Order 

 
3:   Acceptance of the Minutes of June 21, 2024 and January 28, 2025 meeting.  
Acceptance of Informational discussion February 11, 2025.  
 
4:   Announcements/Open Forum (10 Minutes) 
 

     5:   Director’s Report 
 
     6:   New Business: 
  

(a)  Nicotine-Free Generation- Belchertown Board of Health representatives 

(b)  Policy for Cremation of Certain Unclaimed Bodies – Sharon Hart   

(c)   PFAS – Stephen Frantz  
 

• PFAS Draft Law Document 
• EPA Promoting Fertilizer Full of PFAS Despite Knowing Risks 

Electrochemical Treatment Destroys PFAS, Creating Clean Water 
• Aclarity  
•  New Mexico Set to become third state to implement full PFAS 

product ban 
 

 
(d)  An Act authorizing the Town of South Hadley to prohibit application of 

second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides – Stephen Frantz   

      7: Old Business: 
 
             (e): Letter of Support for Phone & Social Media Free Schools in Massachusetts - 
South Hadley Policy – Karen Walsh Pio   
           
           
      8:   Set Next Meeting Date – (TBD) at 6:00 p.m. at South Hadley Public Library 
     
      9:   Adjourn meeting 
 
 
       
         
 
 
 



South Hadley 
Board of Health Meeting 

 
Date:          6-21-24                           Time: 4:00 p.m. 
 
Members: Christine McKiernan, Chair:     Present ,  Karen Walsh Pio__ Present _ Stephen Frantz     Present 
Tony Judge:  ____Absent_____, Sharon Hart, Director __Present, Jennifer Jernigan, Assistant Director, 
__Present__, Tamara Gheit, Health Department Assistant __Present____ 

 
1. Chair to call the meeting to order @ 4:04 p.m. 
2.   Approve quarterly payment amount for Director Hart to manage Public Health Excellence (PHE)  
       grant 
         

    In the May 6, 2024 meeting, the Board voted to pay Director Hart a stipend to manage the PHE grant  
    but the minutes for that meeting did not reflect the exact amount and needed to reflect that  
    amount.   
 

Christine McKiernan, Chair, made a motion to amend the minutes to read:  “The Board of Health 
members voted for Director Hart to receive a grant payment for managing the PHE Grant for as long 
as the grant is in place.” “Director Hart will be paid $2,500 per quarter from the Public Health 
Excellence Grant.  The Grant is for three years at $509,000 each year, and assigned to three 
communities, one regional PHE Coordinator, two regional health inspectors, and one regional nurse 
have been hired.” 
 
Karen Walsh Pio made the motion to amend the minutes to so reflect exactly as Christine McKiernan 
read.  

 
 
     Motion: Karen Walsh Pio, 2nd Stephen Frantz 

       All in favor: Christine McKiernan - aye               
       Karen Walsh Pio – aye 
       Stephen Frantz - aye         
                          

         
3.  Meeting adjourned at 4:11 p.m. 

 
 

 



South Hadley 
Board of Health Meeting 

 
Date:          02-11-25                    Time:  6:00 p.m. 
 
Members: Dr. Christine McKiernan, Chair:     Absent     Dr. Michael Rosner, Vice-Chair      
Present_ Karen Walsh Pio, Clerk__ Present  Tony Judge      Absent     Stephen Frantz     Absent  
Sharon Hart Present     Jennifer Jernigan Present 
 
 

 
1.   Vice-Chair to call the meeting to order 6:09 p.m.  
 
2.   Acceptance of the meeting minutes of 01-28-25 

 
  The meeting minutes review was tabled until the next Board meeting due to the lack  
  of a quorum.  

                
   3.     Announcements/Open Forum (10 Minutes)-  
 

Ken Elstein and David Gottsegen, M.D., Board of Health members in Belchertown, 
talked about Nicotine Free Generation and what that is, where you pick a cut-off 
date and anyone born after that date, they cannot buy nicotine products.  Ken would 
like to schedule a presentation on the topic for a future date.  Director Hart asked 
Ken if he was aware of the bill in the House and Senate on this and he said he was.  
He feels a need for at least 100 municipalities to pass it anyway, beforehand. 
Director Hart will bring this request to Chair McKiernan as the Chair sets the 
agenda for the next meeting.  

 
                 
4.     Director’s Report – Director Hart provided an update on the latest activities 
        and initiatives.  
 

        Behavioral Health 360:     https://solutions.crediblemind.com/behavioral-health-360/ 
         Director Hart is moving forward with working with Crediblemind and IT to  

       implement this program.  
 

February is Heart Health month:  Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the 
United States but it can often be prevented.  Information is being posted at Town 
Hall, Council on Aging and the South Hadley Library – in English and Spanish.  The 
information is also available on the Town website.  
 
Bird Flu or Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI): Guidance for responding to 
HPAI was received and it is on the Town website and was sent to all residents 
permitted.  Guidance was timely as a response was necessary.  MDAR and 
MassWildlife were notified.  

https://solutions.crediblemind.com/behavioral-health-360/


 
Blood Drive:  Our Regional Nurse is currently working with Baystate Medical Center 
to sponsor a blood drive in South Hadley.  The Red Cross does not do blood drives 
anymore.  You must go to their designated site only.  They will not come to your site.  
 
ADA Improvement Grant Program, Massachusetts Office of Disability (MOD): was 
awarded.   All equipment has been received.  (Bariatric cots, All Terrain Wheelchairs, 
Transcending Chairs).  Installation and training for the Transcending Chairs will 
occur in March/April.  Guidelines for use are being developed.  
 
Survey created and distributed: at Lathrop Village to identify the needs of residents  
came back and some health related topics identified were: heart health, COPD, 
arthritis, depression/anxiety, eye and low vision services, ….. and BINGO. 
 
Viral respiratory illness (COVID, RSV, Influenza) is on the rise: 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/viral-respiratory-illness-reporting   
 
Fluentalk: The Health Department has purchased eight (8) Fluentalk with grant 
money.  Fluentalk is a handheld portable translation device that can translate in real 
time, offline and from images and includes a two-year cellular data plan.  These 
translation devices have been distributed to the Council on Aging, Library, Police 
Department, School Department, Town Hall and both Fire Districts for their 
ambulances.  Director Hart will evaluate the device usage at the end of the two-year 
program to see if they should be renewed.  
 
COVID Tests: Another pallet (5568) was received and are being distributed to the 
library and Council on Aging.  The Health Department put together bags of COVID 
tests and masks and gave them to the food establishments and retail establishments 
during the holidays, as well as to the faith-based communities that requested them.   
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-reporting 
 
COVID: COVID levels within Wastewater are online: 
COVID-19 Virus & Vaccination Information | South Hadley, MA - Official Website 
 
WASTEWATER Testing: Director Hart discussed that the wastewater testing for 
high-risk substances was completed and there is now data for the past six months 
available.  BIOBOT that tests our water for COVID and the High-Risk Panel, has 
offered to do 3 Testing Panels for each of the communities in our Regional Health 
District (Chicopee, Holyoke and South Hadley).  This would mean a year of testing 
for 3 different panels for a cost of $25,920 for South Hadley.  The panels are High-
Risk Substances, Substance Use Disorder and an Opioid Panel.  Director Hart will 
share a PowerPoint for the next meeting on the results of these panels.  
 
GRANT(s) 
 
Public Health Excellence Grant: Director Hart stated that she still has the grant.  

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/viral-respiratory-illness-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-reporting
https://www.southhadley.org/1026/COVID-19-RESPONSE


Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection Grant: Five air sensors are 
up in South Hadley, per Director Hart, that she received from MassDEP.  The other 
three (3) in Chicopee will be installed shortly.  
 
https://healthyairnetwork.org/ 
 
https://map.purpleair.com/air-quality-standards-us-epa-
agi?opt=%2F1%2Fp604800%2FcC)#12.99/42.20416/-72.58806 
 
MassDOT: More messaging went up on PVTA buses regarding tobacco recently, free 
of charge.  
 
 

5: New Business: 
 
  

a) Policy for Cremation of Certain Unclaimed Bodies – Sharon Hart 
 

State law states that the Board of Health can regulate what is done with unclaimed 
bodies at funeral parlors. The Board members will read over the policy for 
discussion at the next Board of Health meeting.   
 

b)  Effect of federal restrictions on public health communications, information and 
research.   

 
Jennifer Jernigan, Assistant Director, stated that at this moment, no changes to the 
Health Department have occurred. 

 
 
6: Old Business: 
 

a)  EPA Promoting Fertilizer Full of PFAS Despite Knowing Risks – Stephen Frantz 
 

This topic was deferred to the next Board of Health meeting as Stephen Frantz could 
not attend this meeting.   
 

b)  Letter of Support for Phone and Social Media Free Schools in Mass – South Hadley 
Policy – Karen Walsh Pio 

 
Karen Walsh Pio explained the intent of the letter.  There are a number of places in 
the Pioneer Valley contemplating phone and social medica free schools so that 
students can focus on their schoolwork.  The letter just states that we are aware from 
a public health perspective of this issue.  Because there was no quorum, no voting 
could take place on whether to sign the letter.  This topic will be discussed at the next 
Board meeting.  
 

https://healthyairnetwork.org/
https://map.purpleair.com/air-quality-standards-us-epa-agi?opt=%2F1%2Fp604800%2FcC)#12.99/42.20416/-72.58806
https://map.purpleair.com/air-quality-standards-us-epa-agi?opt=%2F1%2Fp604800%2FcC)#12.99/42.20416/-72.58806


c)  Board of Health representative to the SH Human Rights Commission – Lori Souder 
 
 Lori did not attend the meeting.  
 
 

7.      Set Next Meeting Date: March 11 at 6:00 p.m. at South Hadley Public Library 

  
8.     Board of Health meeting adjourned: 6:57 p.m.  
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Belchertown Updates

Posted on: November 22, 2024

[ARCHIVED] The Nicotine-Free Generation Initiative in
Belchertown: A Community Effort for Public Health
Read more about the Nicotine-Free
Generation initiative that is being
proposed in Belchertown.

The Nicotine-Free Generation
Initiative in Belchertown: A
Community Effort for Public Health
The Belchertown Board of Health is
proposing an evidence-based public
health policy focused on reducing the
use of nicotine products among our
youth, building towards a healthier
generation. This plan aims to curtail the sale of nicotine products to individuals
born on or after January 1, 2004. By implementing this policy, Belchertown
joins a growing number of communities in Massachusetts, across the nation,
and around the world, in addressing nicotine addiction at its source—youth
initiation.

Youth are especially vulnerable to nicotine addiction, with 95% of smokers
starting before age 21 and the NFG policy seeks to disrupt this cycle. By
preventing young people from even starting to use tobacco, a highly addictive
substance, we are working to building a healthier future for our youth and town.

Belchertown’s initiative follows the example set by nine other Massachusetts
towns, and growing. The policy has also been implemented nationwide in
countries such as the United Kingdom.
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The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court upheld the legality of the NFG
policy earlier this year, solidifying its constitutionality and paving the way for
broader adoption. Locally, the policy has garnered support from health
coalitions, community groups, and youth organizations, including Belchertown’s
Helping Hands Youth Group.

The Rationale Behind a Nicotine-Free Generation

Tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death in the United
States, responsible for 480,000 deaths annually with over 9,000 of these
deaths occurring in Massachusetts alone. Despite significant declines in
smoking rates over the decades—from 42% in 1964 to less than 12% in 2022
—the tobacco industry continues to innovate, targeting youth with flavored
products and appealing marketing.

Understanding the Policy

The Nicotine-Free Generation concept is simple but powerful. It prohibits the
sale of nicotine products, including cigarettes, vapes, and smokeless tobacco,
to anyone born after January 1, 2004. Unlike traditional tobacco control
measures that focus on specific age groups, NFG phases out nicotine sales
over generations, effectively cutting off the pipeline of future smokers.

The policy focuses on regulating sales rather than personal behavior. This isn’t
about taking away rights, it is about protecting youth from addiction and its
lifelong consequences. Current nicotine users retain their right to purchase
these products, ensuring the policy’s gradual and manageable implementation.

Economic and Social Impacts
A significant portion of money spent on tobacco products leaves the local
economy. For example, if there are about 1,000 smokers in Belchertown
spending an average of $3,650 annually on cigarettes, that totals $3.6 million
per year. Redirecting even a fraction of this spending to local businesses would
benefit our local businesses instead of going to Big Tobacco.  Approximately
50% of the price of a pack of cigarettes is in the form of taxes, which does not
remain in the community or benefit the store owner.

The average smoker consumes about 15 cigarettes per day, spending around
$10 daily or $3,650 annually on cigarettes.  With about 1,000 smokers in
Belchertown, this amounts to over $3.6 million per year.  

If 100 young people avoid smoking, they would collectively save $365,000
annually, which could be spent on positive activities at our local businesses.
 Educating people about the financial benefits of quitting smoking can help
many successfully quit.

The economic impact of NFG to the ten businesses in Belchertown that sell
tobacco as only a part of their sales is expected to be minimal, as the gradual
decline in tobacco sales allows retailers to adapt their business models. Youth
who use nicotine are a small percentage of local store’s customers.
Furthermore, reducing nicotine addiction could free up millions of dollars
currently spent on smoking-related healthcare costs.

Addressing Concerns Translate
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Other News in Belchertown Updates

  

Evidence suggests that restricting access to tobacco products works. In one
Massachusetts town, when the the minimum tobacco purchase age was raised
to from 18 to 21 in 2005, youth smoking rates declined by over 50%—a rate
nearly three times higher than in neighboring towns.

NFG gradually reduces nicotine availability while maintaining access for
current users. This approach avoids the creation of black markets and ensures
a smooth transition.

Twice a year, compliance checks are made by the Pioneer Valley Tobacco
Control Coalition in the ten stores in Belchertown to ensure that they are not
selling cigarettes to anyone under 21. Unfortunately, half of them have failed
these compliance checks. 

Community Engagement and Education
Public education remains a cornerstone of Belchertown’s strategy in addition to
this policy. Local organizations such as the Pioneer Valley Tobacco Control
Coalition and the Belchertown Overcoming Adversity Together (BOAT) coalition
have been instrumental in raising awareness about the dangers of nicotine and
the benefits of the NFG policy.

Youth involvement has also been critical. Helping Hands, a Belchertown
student-led group, has vocally supported the initiative, highlighting its potential
to protect future generations. According to Helping Hands members, many of
their peers are already struggling with nicotine addiction, and the policy offers
hope for a healthier future for their generation.

A Look Ahead 

Belchertown’s Board of Health is set to vote on the Nicotine-Free Generation
policy on December 11, 2024 at a public hearing where they will take
comments from the public. The agenda and link to the online meeting will be
posted on the town’s website www.belchertown.org under “Agendas and
Minutes”. If passed, the policy will go into effect on January 1, 2025, marking a
significant milestone in the town’s public health journey. The initiative
represents not only a commitment to reducing smoking-related diseases but
also a vision for a healthier, more resilient community.

This initiative underscores the importance of proactive, evidence-based public
health measures that prioritize the well-being of future generations over the
profits of the tobacco industry. As the town moves forward, it stands as a
testament to what can be achieved when communities come together to
address pressing health challenges.

Belchertown Recognizes Child Abuse Awareness and
Prevention Month
Posted on: April 1, 2025
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