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Limited Resources and Priorities Discussion

The Capital Planning Committee voted on August
5, following extended debate, to recommend an
additional $175k (or more) to regrade the new
pickleball courts. The courts were designed to be
under 2% grade. However community members
have petitioned to withhold $91k in privately raised
money towards expenses already incurred, and
only use those funds for the rebuild to bring the
courts to a slope of 1% maximum, an issue that was
not raised at the time of design nor required for
recreational use. This project will be supported by
an additional $50k in grant funds. However this
ultimately means that the project, which was
slated to come in UNDER budget will now be over
budget by more than $100k. The project will only
turn back $400k instead of over $500k that needs
to be used to address operational deficits and
other capital projects for the town and schools. The
town is facing a $1m deficit due to health insurance
increases and may lose over $1-2m more this year
with further state aid and grant funding cuts.
Layoffs and service cuts are inevitable. The
Selectboard will discuss this at on August 12.



