


















§ 255-85. Signs.

Signs in Business and Industrial Districts. Signs pertaining to the
occupant of the premises or to the type of goods sold or services
rendered on the premises are permitted in the Business A-1,
Business A, Business B, Business C, Industrial A, Industrial B, and
Industrial Garden Districts, provided the following requirements
are adhered to:

The sign or signs shall be attached parallel to the wall of the
principal building; the aggregate area of such a sign or signs
on any one face of a building shall be less than 10% of the
area of such building face, including openings; and such signs
do not extend above a flat roof or eave line of a pitched roof
more than 10% of the average height of the front elevation
of such building. No sign shall be painted on the wall of any
building.

(1)

One freestanding sign is permitted per lot if located at least
30 feet from an adjoining lot line and 10 feet from the street
line and does not exceed an area of one square foot for each
four lineal feet of lot frontage occupied by the premises, or 60
square feet, whichever is smaller.

(2)

Signs with any moving or flashing part, all signs of the
traveling light or animated type, and all beacons and flashing
devices, whether a part of, attached to, or apart from a sign,
are prohibited. All illumination of signs must be arranged and
shielded so that the source shall not be visible from a public
way or adjacent property.

(3)

Notwithstanding the limitation of Subsection A(2), facilities
with multiple tenants, including separate tenants on
freestanding parcels which were created as a plan for such
facility (i.e., shopping centers, industrial parks, and office
parks), are permitted to also have a single freestanding sign
to identify the name and location of said center or park and
list the names of the several businesses located in said center
or park.

This freestanding sign must be located at least 30 feet
from an adjoining lot line and 10 feet from the street line
and shall not exceed an area of one square foot for each
four lineal feet of lot frontage occupied by the premises,
or 60 square feet, whichever is smaller.

(a)

(4)
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Names of businesses located on individual parcels which
were depicted as individual parcels on the site plan
approved by the Planning Board and subsequently
divided from the original parcel on which the center or
park was developed may be listed on the freestanding
sign of the center or park; however, 50% of the area of
the center or park sign which is occupied by the name of
the business is to be deducted from the maximum size of
the freestanding sign allowed on the individual parcel on
which the business is located.

(b)

The space allotted for the name of a business not located
on the parcel on which the sign structure is located may
not exceed 20 square feet.

(c)

Signs in Residence and Agricultural Districts. All signs are
prohibited in Residence and Agricultural Districts, except the
following:

Signs for home occupations, as provided in § 255-22 of this
bylaw.

(1)

A single sign, not more than four square feet in area, located
flat on a building or dwelling in a Residence C District,
identifying the name of the building. Any illumination of such
sign shall be continuous indirect lighting.

(2)

Real estate signs having an area of not more than five square
feet advertising the sale, rental or lease of the premises on
which they are maintained.

(3)

To provide for the identification of public facilities, to convey
activities and events associated with such facilities, and
temporary and emergency messages, one freestanding sign
may be permitted on a parcel occupied by a municipal (Town
of South Hadley, South Hadley Fire District Number One,
and/or South Hadley Fire District Number Two), state, or
federal facility. Said sign shall be located at least 30 feet from
an adjoining lot line and 10 feet from the street line and shall
not exceed an area of 0.75 square foot for each four lineal feet
of lot frontage occupied by the premises, or 20 square feet,
whichever is smaller. Further, the height of such signs shall
not exceed six feet at any point.

(4)

B.

Political signs. Political signs, including but not limited to signs
advertising or promoting candidates for public office or urging
positions on questions appearing on the ballot of a regular or

C.
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special election, are permitted in all districts, in excess of the
usual limits, for a period of 45 calendar days prior to the election
and shall be removed within 10 calendar days following the
election.

Traffic control. Traffic control and directional signs by municipal,
state and federal agencies are permitted in all districts.

D.

Directional signs. Directional signs by private nonprofit
institutions or nonprofit organizations shall also be allowed in all
districts; provided, however, that such signs shall be subject to
the following limitations:

The maximum size of such signs shall be 300 square inches.(1)

No more than three such signs shall be permitted for any
institution or organization.

(2)

Any such sign erected or installed within the boundaries of
a street must be approved by the Town Engineer in order to
ensure that it does not constitute a safety hazard.

(3)

E.

Temporary signs. A temporary real estate sign, advertising the
availability of the property for sale, may be erected for a period
extending only until such property is sold. Such sign shall not
exceed 20 square feet in area and shall be located at least 10 feet
from the street line or on a building if in closer proximity to the
street line.

F.

Illumination of signs. No illuminated signs shall be permitted
unless first approved by the Planning Board. Prior to approving
an illuminated sign, the Planning Board must make a
determination that the sign will not be adverse to the character
of the surrounding neighborhood or the community. The Planning
Board shall notify, by mail, abutters of the date, time, and place
of the Planning Board meeting at which the request for an
illuminated sign is to be considered.

Exception. Traffic control and directional signs by municipal,
state and federal agencies shall be excepted from this
requirement.

(1)

Adverse to surrounding neighborhood or community. Signs
which illuminate more than what is necessary to convey the
message or name being promoted or create glare which may
impact motorists are generally considered to have an adverse
impact on the community. Such adverse impact arises from
excessive light pollution. Therefore, in determining whether

(2)
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to approve the illumination of a sign, the Planning Board
shall:

Consider and minimize the illumination impact of the
signage illumination on the surrounding properties; and

(a)

Only approve internally illuminated signs where only the
lettering or logo of the enterprise or message being
promoted are illuminated; and

(b)

Ensure that the illuminated sign does not illuminate
adjoining or nearby residential properties or pose a
danger to motorists on adjoining or nearby roadways
which might arise from glare from the illumination
source; and

(c)

Not approve exposed or illuminated neon signs; and(d)

Require that illumination sources not illuminate the
background or field of a sign except to the extent that
the background or field (due to the shape of the sign
area) is clearly a logo of the company or enterprise being
advertised.

(e)
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