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Background Materials October 28, 2024– Planning Board Meeting 
Prepared by Anne Capra, Director of Planning and Conservation, 10/25/24 

Cable Access Channel 15 –The Cable Studio has indicated that this meeting will be live streamed on 
Channel 15. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #1 Open Comment Period 
This 10-minute period is set aside for the public to offer comments on items not on the posted agenda, 
in accordance with the adopted policy, as amended 9/11/23, posted on the Town of South Hadley 
Planning and Conservation Department webpage here: 
https://www.southhadley.org/DocumentCenter/View/11705/Policy-on-Open-Comment-Period---As-
Adopted-2023-09-11 
Action Needed: Allow members of the public to offer comments to the Board. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #2 Minutes 
Planning and Conservation Coordinator Colleen Canning will forward minutes separately.  
Action Needed: Vote to approve the minutes. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #3 Correspondence 
Correspondence are attached. 
Action Needed: No action needed. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #4 Interviews for Associate Planning Board Member – John Parenteau 
With assistance from Kristin Maher, Executive Assistance to Administration, we posted an ad in the 
Town Reminder for the open Associate Planning Board member position, which ran for several weeks. 
We have received two applications: John Parenteau and Walter Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton is available for 
an interview at the Board’s next meeting on 11/4. Mr. Parenteau just confirmed he is available for the 
10/28 meeting. His application materials are attached. 
 
Action Needed: Conduct an interview of John Parenteau for the Associate Planning Board Member 
position. I recommended waiting until after Mr. Hamilton’s interview on 11/4 before taking a vote to 

Help us help you stay informed!  
 

Receive notifications when Planning Board notices are posted to the Town website. Customize 
your notifications and whether you want to receive them by email or text here: 

Alerts & Notifications | South Hadley, MA - Official Website 
 

Sign up for CivicReady notifications for weather alerts and emergency notifications. 
 

Background Reports for all Planning Board meetings are posted online: 
https://www.southhadley.org/1274/Agenda-Background-Materials 

https://www.southhadley.org/DocumentCenter/View/11705/Policy-on-Open-Comment-Period---As-Adopted-2023-09-11
https://www.southhadley.org/DocumentCenter/View/11705/Policy-on-Open-Comment-Period---As-Adopted-2023-09-11
https://southhadley.org/517/Alerts-Notifications
https://public.alertsense.com/SignUp/?RegionId=1994
https://www.southhadley.org/1274/Agenda-Background-Materials
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appoint a new member. The position is a joint appointment by the Selectboard and Planning Board. 
The Selectboard has requested the Planning Board join them at their 11/26 meeting to make the 
appointment. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5 Question & Answer Session on Zoning Bylaw Amendments for consideration 
on Special Town Meeting Warrant November 13, 2024 – Article 9, 10, 11, 12 
Draft bylaws and other background materials are online: https://southhadley.org/1318/ProposedDraft-
Bylaws 

With Special Town Meeting just a few weeks away, this time is intended to answer questions from the 
public about the four zoning bylaw articles that are on the warrant. I would like to give a brief 
presentation to layout the Articles and associated bylaws. The Town Administrator has also asked for a 
5 minute summary presentation for each Article to be given at Town Meeting, which I am developing 
and will present in draft form. 
 
The Board will also hold a Q&A at their 11/4/24 meeting. In addition, the Town Administrator is 
holding a public hearing on the Special Town Meeting Warrant and the Planning Board is requested to 
participate to answer questions abut the zoning bylaw Articles. We have posted that meeting as a 
Planning Board meeting so that a quorum of the Board may be present for discussion.  
 
Action Needed: Respond to questions from the public. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #6 Approval of Report to Town Meeting for Zoning Bylaws – Article 9, 10, 11, 12 
Draft Report to Town Meeting online here: Planning-Board-Report-to-Town-Meeting---Articles-9-10-11-12 

A draft report was shared with the Board at the last meeting, and a few minor edits made in response 
to comments from the board. The proposed amendments and new bylaws include the following: 

• 255-31 Flexible Development Bylaw Amendment  
• 255-47 Multifamily and multiple dwellings Amendment 
• 255-95 Common Drive NEW Bylaw 
• 255-96 Common Open Space NEW Bylaw 

 

Action Needed: Discuss draft report and vote to approve report. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #7 Planning & Conservation Department Report on Planning Projects and 
Development Updates 
 

A. Next Planning Board Meetings and Other Important Dates 
Planning Board typically meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month. 
 

10/29/24 Special Town Meeting Warrant Public Hearing and TA Review of Articles 
Council on Aging, Multipurpose Room 
Hybrid Meeting 

https://southhadley.org/1318/ProposedDraft-Bylaws
https://southhadley.org/1318/ProposedDraft-Bylaws
https://southhadley.org/DocumentCenter/View/13376/Planning-Board-Report-to-Town-Meeting---Articles-9-10-11-12
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6:30 PM 
11/4/24  

11/13/24 Special Fall Town Meeting 

11/14/24 Community Forum #3 – Route 202/33 Corridor Rezoning 
6-8pm @ South Hadley Public Library, 2 Canal Street 

11/25/24  

12/2/24  

12/9/24  

January – 1/13 
& 1/27/25 

February – 2/10 & 2/24/25 

March – 3/10 & 
3/24/25 

April – 4/14 & 4/28/25 

 

B. Route 202/33 Corridor Rezoning Project 

Project website:  https://community.innesassocltd.com/south-hadley 

Route 202 & 33 Corridor Re-Zoning | South Hadley, MA - Official Website 

Next Forum #3 –  Thursday, November 14th at 6-8 PM 
South Hadley Public Library – in person 

 
We are still requesting site specific comments from the public on the project’s interactive web map 
(see below). Let’s us know your thoughts about sites that are good candidates for new uses/change of 
use/redevelopment; open space that should be preserved or used as a park; traffic and circulation 
concerns for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists; and locations for paths/trails that would facilitate 
connectivity throughout the neighborhood.  
 
Recording of Forum #2 is online here: Rt 202/33 Rezoning Community Forum #2: 10/16/2024 on Vimeo 

https://community.innesassocltd.com/south-hadley
https://southhadley.org/1400/Route-202-33-Corridor-Re-Zoning
https://vimeo.com/1020675340


Planning Board Meeting – October 28, 2024 – Background Materials 4 
 

 



Planning Board Meeting – October 28, 2024 – Background Materials 5 
 

 

 
C. Master Plan Annual Forum 
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AGENDA ITEM #6  Other New Business (topics which the Chair could not reasonably expect to 
be discussed/considered as of the date of this notice)  
 
Associate Planning Board Member Vacancy 
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An application for this position has been submitted. I have been informed that additional applications 
may also be forthcoming. Therefore, Administration has set a deadline of 10/24/24 for applications, 
and thereafter would like to schedule a joint meeting to make an appointment. Please check your 
calendars for the following Tuesdays on 11/12, 11/26 and 12/3. I will also add discussion and 
interviews with interested candidates to the Planning Board agenda on 10/28 and/or 11/4 so the Board 
has time to discuss and make a recommendation prior to the Selectboard meeting. 
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John Parenteau
64 San Souci Drive
South Hadley, MA 01075
jparenteau428@gmail.com
(413) 885-2015
12 October 2024

South Hadley Town Hall
116 Main Street
South Hadley, MA 01075

To whom it may concern,

I am strongly interested in serving on the Planning Board. With my experiences as a civil engineer
and life-long resident of the Town of South Hadley, I am excited by the prospect of serving my
community in a new, important way.

Throughout my two-year long career as a Civil Engineer, I have gained valuable experience in
planning and designing private commercial developments and roadway infrastructure projects.
Working on these types of projects and seeing the impact of them have opened my eyes to the
unique challenges and opportunities faced by the surrounding communities.

I am particularly drawn to the positions of Planning Board Member because it offers the chance to
shape the future of the Town of South Hadley with my fellow residents. My ability to analyze
complex problems and develop practical solutions will be assets in this role.

I am already part of the Master Plan Implementation Committee and an associate member of the
Zoning Board of Appeals. I have enjoyed serving on both of these committees/boards, and I look
forward to serving the Town of South Hadley in a new way on the Planning Board.

Thank you for considering my application.

Sincerely,

John Parenteau

mailto:jparenteau428@gmail.com
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SOUTH HADLEY PLANNING BOARD 
LIST OF CORRESPONDENCES 

OCTOBER 28, 2024 REGULAR MEETING 
 

 
Letters and Memos 

•  
 
Legal Notices 
Amherst 

• Notice from the Amherst Historic District Commission for a public hearing on October 
21 to consider the following requests: 1) approval of lighting, mechanical and electrical 
features for a new single-family structure at 68 McClellan Street; and 2) replacement of 
exterior egress staircase and other changes at 36 Triangle Street. 

• Notice from the Amherst Zoning Board of Appeals for a public hearing on October 24 to 
consider a special permit for a recreational marijuana retailer at 328 College Street. 

• Notice from the Amherst Planning Board for a public hearing on October 30 to consider 
amendments to the Zoning Bylaw by adopting the University Drive Overlay District. 

Chicopee  
• Notice from the Chicopee Planning Board for approval of a waiver from frontage to 

allow construction of a 2-family house on Montgomery Street. 
Granby 

• Notice from the Granby Board of Appeals for decision finding that the Board lacked the 
authority to act on a petition filed by an abutter to 145 Harris Street, the subject property 
of a previously issued special permit for special event venue use. 

Hadley 
•  

Holyoke 
•  
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