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Typical Subdivision Layout Flexible Development Layout 



Typical Subdivision Layout 

• 11.4 acres site

• 10 single-family home parcels

• Parcel size approx. 40,000 SF

• New private road; eligible for acceptance 
by Town as public way

• No protected open space

• Housing density = 1.14 units/acre 



Flexible Development Layout 

• 11.4 acres site

• 10 single-family homes on 1 parcel – “multiple dwellings 
on a single parcel”

• Common Drive; NOT eligible for acceptance by Town as 
public way

• Approx. 6.8 acres of protected open space = 60% of site 
protected open space

• Housing density = 2.17 units/acre (developed part of 
site)

• Not Subdivision – “Multiple dwellings on a single parcel” 
with Common Drive



Mountainbrook
Flexible Development

Red Bridge Lane
East Red Bridge Lane
Lyon Green

1.09 units/acre – whole site
2.3 units/acre – developed part of site



Flexible Development Bylaw Proposed Amendments 
Example Site:  3-acre parcel in RA1 zoning district
 

Tier 1 Open Space = 30% (0.9 acres)
Housing Density = 1.8 units/acre

1.8 x 3 acres = 5.4 dwelling units = rounds down to 5 base units

Developed portion of site (2.1 acres) = buildout is 2.4 units/acre
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Density bonus (up to 50% base unit count) = 2.5

Total Unit Count = 5 +2.5 = 7.5 which rounds up to 8 total units 
w/ density bonus 

Total site Housing Density w/ bonus = 2.6 units/acre
Developed portion of site (2.1 acres) = buildout is 3.8 units/acre

Tier 2 Open Space = 50% (1.5 acres)
Housing Density = 2.4 units/acre

2.4 x 3 acres = 7.2 dwelling units = rounds down to 7 base units

Developed portion of site (1.5 acres) = buildout is 4.6 units/acre
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Density bonus (up to 50% base unit count) = 3.5

Total Unit Count = 7 + 3.5 = 10.5 which rounds up to 11 total 
units w/density bonus

Total site Housing Density w/bonus = 3.6 units/acre
Developed portion of site (1.5 acres) = buildout is 7.3 units/acre



South Hadley 
Neighborhoods
Residential Density 

https://residensity.mhp.net/

https://residensity.mhp.net/
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RA2 & RA1



Res B



Res C
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