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Background Materials for April 27, 2015

Agenda Items #1 through #11

Agenda Item #1 

http://ma-southhadley.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1468
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mental comments on this application was transmitted to the departments with the deadline for 
comments being May 12, 2015.  To date, comment responses have been received from the 
following:

Janice Stone, Conservation Commission Administrator
Sharon Hart, Public Health Director
David Labrie, Police Chief
David Keefe, Fire District #2 Fire Chief
Mark Aiken, Fire District #2 Water Superintendent
Jim Reidy, DPW Superintendent
Wayne Doerpholz, SHELD Manager

None of the respondents have indicated any objection to or comments regarding the project as 
proposed.

I have not heard from the following departments/boards:

Building Commissioner
Historical Commission

The latter board was contacted due to their interest in previous project proposals of this type. I 
understand that the applicant has met with the Historical Commission.

ACTION NEEDED:  The Board needs to conduct the public hearing.
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Agenda Item #5 

http://ma-southhadley.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1515
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1) The existing sign is not illuminated, or
2) The source of illumination of the sign is being changed from external to internal, or
3) The source of illumination of the sign is being changed in such a manner as to make the 

sign more illuminated, or
4) The size of the sign is enlarged.

In this case, both of the existing signs are internally illuminated. But, the source is changing to 
LED. A recent article in regards to Northampton signs have indicated that the LED signs are 
much brighter which would suggest the potential for the change having a greater illumination 
impact.

The size of the wall sign is being reduced by approximately 7 square feet while the size of the 
free-standing sign is being increased by approximately 7 square feet.  This measurement follows 
the Zoning Bylaw guidance on measuring the sign area:

The area of a sign shall be determined by measuring the smallest rectangle which 
encompasses the outermost components of the sign exclusive of any supporting 
structure.[Section 3(B)95]

Both proposed signs comply with the limits as to maximum area and height allowed for signs.

The applicant has indicated in their submittal that the amount of sign area to be illuminated will 
be reduced as follows:

o Wall Sign: From the existing 25.43 square feet to 10.58 square feet
o Free-Standing Sign: From the existing 37.29 square feet to 24.88 square feet

In reviewing the location of the free-standing sign, I noted that they are proposing to have the 
sign in the same location as the existing sign 
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must make a determination that the sign will not be adverse to the character of the 
surrounding neighborhood or the community. The Planning Board shall notify, by 
mail, abutters of the date, time, and place of the Planning Board meeting at which the 
request for an illuminated sign is to be considered.

a. Exception. Traffic control and directional signs by Municipal, State and Federal 
agencies shall be excepted from this requirement.

b. Adverse to surrounding neighborhood or community. Signs which illuminate 
more than what is necessary to convey the message or name being promoted or 
create glare which may impact motorists are generally considered to have an 
adverse impact on the community. Such adverse impact arises from excessive 
light pollution. Therefore, in determining whether to approve the illumination of a
sign, the Planning Board shall:
1). consider and minimize the illumination impact of the signage illumination on 

the surrounding properties; and,
2). only approve internally-illuminated signs where only the lettering or logo of 

the enterprise or message being promoted are illuminated; and,
3). ensure that the illuminated sign does not illuminate adjoining or nearby 

residential properties or pose a danger to motorists on adjoining or nearby 
roadways which might arise from glare from the illumination source; and,

4). not approve exposed or illuminated neon signs; and,
5). require that illumination sources not illuminate the background or field of a 

sign except to the extent that the background or field (due to the shape of the 
sign area) is clearly a logo of the company or enterprise being advertised.

Therefore, the question for the Planning Board is whether or not the new signs proposed for 
Berkshire Bank will be 
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�³the developers of the Canal Street property and the old Bardwell Street library will be 
constructing condos, three four family units on the Canal Street site, each unit will be 3 
bedrooms, living-dining room, kitchen, 1.5 baths an optional familyroom, and garage as 
shown in the floor plan and site plan by Hervieux Design.  The old library will be 
remodeled into six condominiums as shown in the schematic floor plans included, 
basically the exterior will remain as it is today with the exception of some sidewalk 
improvements and some additional plantings.�´

A copy of the concept plans have been posted on the Town

http://ma-southhadley.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1516
http://ma-southhadley.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/Home/View/1517
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Since this is an informational meeting and an application 
has not been submitted, it is solely for the purpose of 
providing the Board an opportunity to see what is being 
considered in advance of the application. Accordingly, no 
decisions can be made until the public hearing process is completed. At the April 27th meeting, 
the Board might express their opinion about potential issues and concerns which the applicant 
and their consultant could address in revising the plans for the formal submittal.

As with all informational meetings, the abutters have not been notified and the departments have 
not been requested to provide input on the proposal. Since this is just an informational meeting 
with preliminary information, I have not solicited comments from the departments.

These projects involve uses which are permitted subject to a Special Permit. I will be meeting 
with the developer
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The properties are located on the southside of Hadley Street, approximately 800 feet west of 
College Street. The applicant
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The review is to answer the following:

o What has been done?
o Has the Recommended Action been completed?
o Is the Recommended Action relevant today?
o What should be the priorities for the next five years?
o Is another party a better match for being responsible for implementation?

Given the scope of the agenda, there may not be time to review any of the Matrixes.

ACTION NEEDED: No definitive action is required at this time; however, the Board agreed at 
the last meeting to review each of the Recommended Actions on these matrixes.

Agenda Item #10 - Development Update and Planner
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Multifamily Development Study. In addition to the PATH grant application and request 
for a District Local Technical Assistance grant application to fund this study, I submitted 
a request for an appropriation in the FY 2016 budget for this study.

c. Meeting Schedule through September 2015
This is to recap the meeting schedule that the Board accepted through September 30th: I 
would like to finalize the July through September schedules as soon as possible.

a) May 11, 2015
b) May 27, 2015 TENTATIVE Replacement for Memorial Day
c) June 8, 2015
d) June 22, 2015
e) July 13, 2015
f) July 27, 2015 (Currently have a schedule conflict)
g) August 10, 2015 (Currently have a schedule conflict)
h) August 24, 2015
i) September 14, 2015
j) September 28, 2015

d. Professional Development Day �± Held for April 17, 2015: It appears the focus of the 
Professional Development Day was on public safety and security.

e. Workshops/Training Opportunities
f. OnLine Permitting Program
g. New Town Website: working on better managing the Board


