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Tree Identification
The Sugar Maple, Acer
saccharum, is known for
its production of maple
syrup. Early settlers in
New England learned to
make maple sugar from
the Native American
population.

The Sugar Maple needs
specific conditions for a
productive sugar season:
1. Night temperatures
below or near freezing
2.
Day
temperatures
above freezing
Th i s
fluct uat ion
in
temperature
creates
pressure inside the tree
causing the sap to run
out of a tool (called a
spile) and into collection
buckets. Once the freeze
-thaw cycle stops in late
spring, the sugar season
comes to an end.

How do you tell Maple
trees apart? Check it out
on the next page!

Living With Bears
The population of black bear, Ursus americanus,
has been increasing since the 1970’s. MassWildlife
has successfully radio collared several bears in
South Hadley and surrounding communities to
track their habits and breeding. You can view a
presentation about Living with Bears in South
Hadley here. Female bears will emerge from winter
hibernation with their cubs in the spring. Bears will
typically hibernate from Oct/Nov until Feb/Mar/
April. (MassWildlife)
Bears are opportunistic omnivores. Their diet changes over the seasons as
new foods become available: insects, berries, apples, acorns. Bears
become “problem bears” when humans provide or allow potential food
sources to attract bears into residential areas. It is our responsibility to take
preventative action to keep bears wild and out of trouble. When
potential food sources are removed, bears will feed on naturally
available foods and will spend more time in those natural habitats, away
from houses and urban areas. If the food sources are not removed, the
bears will not go away. Bears have a very good long term memory!
If you see a bear in your neighborhood, make noise. A bear’s first
response to something unusual is to leave. If you see a bear in the woods,
be loud. Carry a whistle. Make yourself large, stand tall, and put your arms
above your head. Never get between a mother bear and her cubs. In
the rare incident a black bear attacks, play dead. It will lose interest and
move on. T i p s f o r l a n d o w n e r s :

Current Happenings

1. Remove bird feeders. If you do put
 The 7 Sisters Trail Race will held on
them up, consider using them only
Saturday, May 6. Click here for
in the winter months.
Volunteer Opportunities.
2. Secure trash in buildings. Only put  Last Call: Photo Contest! More
information here.
your trash out in the morning, not
 VOLUNTEER CONSERVATION CORPS:
the night before.

More on Massachusetts
Maple Sugaring here.

3. Remove other attractants. Feed
your pets indoors. Protect bees and
chickens using electric fencing.

March/April projects: maintenance
the Hahn-Warner Arboretum &
Bynan Conservation Area. Email
rcornell @ southhadleyma.gov for
more information.
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Maple Identification
Sugar Maple - Acer saccharum

Red Maple - Acer rubrum

Black Stevens Conservation Area Wooded
and hilly, this 75 acre property is located
between the High School on Newton St
and Plains Elementary on Granby Rd.
Acquired between 1947 & 1981, it contains
steep ravines and numerous hiking trails.
Newton-Smith Brook flows east-west
through one of the ravines into Black
Stevens Pond. This is the remaining of two
ponds used in the nineteenth century for
ice farming and to power a paper mill.
This area serves as wildlife habitat as a
block of forested land surrounded by
residential landscape. Acorns from the oak
trees provide
food for whitetailed
deer,
and
black
bear.

Silver Maple - Acer Saccharinum

More on maple tree ID
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