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Common Turtles in
Massachusetts

Turtle Crossings
There are only ten species of turtle in
Massachusetts. Spring is the time when
hibernating turtles emerge and start to travel
in search of food and a mate. Road mortality

can have a big impact on turtle populations.

Painted turtle
(Chrysemys picta)

From

mid-May

to

early

July,

thousands

of

turtles

throughout

Massachusetts travel to new areas to find food and nest. You may find
turtles on roadways, in your backyard, or other unexpected locations as
they move across the landscape to find resources they need to survive.
Even if it’s not apparent where they’re
headed, turtles have a keen sense of
direction and may be on their way to
wetlands or open, upland sites such as

Red-eared Slider
(Trachemys scripta
elegans)

lawns, gravel pits, or roadsides for

1. Map, compass (cell phone)

nesting. If you find a turtle, do not

2. Headlamp or flashlight

move it far away.

3. Sun protection & bug spray

If you see a turtle on the road, slow
down ad safety pull over. When it is
safe, help the turtle across in the same
direction they were going. Use both

Snapping Turtle
(Chelydra
serpentina)

10 Essentials for
Summer Hiking

4. First aid kit
5. Small knife
6. Emergency
lighter

fire

your hands to hold them at the sides

7. Extra food/snacks

near the rear of their shell. Left them up

8. Extra water

to move them. Always keep your
hands away from their faces. Never
pick them up by the tail, you can
damage to their vertebrae.

matches,

9. Extra clothing
10. Shelter
bivy)

(light

emergency

Current Happenings
Spotted Turtle
(Clemmys guttata)

 The Bike Walk Committee is holding monthly Treks again! More Here.
 SUMMER CONCERTS SERIES! South Hadley Summer Concert Series (Town
Common). Summit House 2022 Concert Series (Mt Holyoke Summit House).
Concerts on the Patio (Senior Center)

MassAudubon
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Invasive Species
This summer you might find yourself tending to your yard or taking a walk in the woods. Looking
around at the vegetation, can you identify invasive species? Since the colonization by European
settlers, numerous non-native plant species have been brought into the Commonwealth. Many of
them were introduced deliberately for their agricultural, medicinal, and/or landscaping values.
Others arrived inadvertently, hitching rides as seeds in the fur or manure of livestock.
Alien plants with invasive characteristics threaten native
biodiversity in subtle and obvious ways. Characteristics of
invasive plants can include:
•

High reproductive rate and prolific seed production.
Some can produce more than one cycle of seeds in
a growing season. This gives them quantity
advantage over native species fighting to establish
with only one seed cycle per year.

•

Pioneer species. Most invasives are the first to fully leaf
out in the spring. This can shade out native species
that emerge more slowly. Early leaves can shade out
native seeds attempting to germinate.

•

Late fall leaf drop. They are usually the last to drop
their leaves in the fall. This gives them nutritional
advantage over their native neighbors as they
prepare to go dormant for the cold winter months.

Dealing with this enormous environmental problem
requires collaborative efforts on the part of many
agencies and organizations. Ultimately begins in your
own backyard. The best way to keep invasives out of the
landscape is to not plant them. Remove invasive species when you find them. Learn to identify
invasives and how to help eradicate them. Some are more persistent than others. At a minimum,
cut invasives down to the ground each year after they flower and before they go to seed.
South Hadley’s DPW, Parks Department, and Volunteer Conservation Corps are just a few local
entities that do ongoing work to keep invasive species under control on town properties. The
following pages were taken from a CT River Coastal Conservation District published brochure which
you can access here. You can learn more about the characteristics of common invasives and
native alternatives to plantings.
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Bagg-Pierce Wildlife Sanctuary and Popp Conservation Area is tucked away next to the CT
River. Find parking by taking Edgewater Lane to the end. Drive past a sign on the right that
says “private property” and keep going around the bend. You will parking for two cars at
next to the trailhead sign.
This area was first protected in 1997 with the donation by Malcolm Bagg to honor his wife
and mother-in-law. Five additional acres have been added to this sanctuary with a
purchase funded by the Valley Land Fund. Several trails and an old woods road traverse
the site providing access for wildlife viewing and enjoyment. In winter, the old woods road is
used by cross country skiers and snowshoers. This Area included the Popp Conservation
Area, a one-acre plot located directly northwest and adjacent to Bagg-Pierce.

PARKING
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Volunteer
Conservation Corps
Sign Up Here:
South Hadley
Volunteer
Application
Emails are sent out
about once a month
with projects. It will
include dates, time
and ability level of
work. Projects
typically will take 1-3
hours of your time.
Projects are ranked
Easy: trash pick up,
light weeding,
general trail
maintenance, etc.
Medium: longer
hikes on trails to get
to a location, these
projects will make
you sweat a little.
Includes general trail
maintenance.
Hard: Plan to leave
sweaty and tired.
Email the
Conservation
Administrator with
Questions:
Rebekah Cornell
rcornell@southhadley
ma.gov

Conserving Your Land ~ here are ways to learn more...
Information:
Caring for your Woods - A Starting Point: a landowner guide from
the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation.
Your Land, Your Legacy: deciding the future of your land to meet
the needs of you and your family. Estate Planning and Taking
Action.

Organizations:
MassWoods is a place to learn about options for preserving your
land. Find local contacts to help you through the process.
Kestrel Land Trust works to conserve, care for, and connect people
to the forests, farms and riverways of the Connecticut River Valley
of Massachusetts. Headquarters is located in Amherst.

Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition advances land protection in
Massachusetts by providing education, tools, networking and
advocacy support for land trust and their partners.
Friends of the Mount Holyoke Range is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the preservation of the Mount Holyoke Range
through land conservation, natural history education, recreational
activities and cultural events.

Volunteer Conservation Corps ~ Join Today!
The Corps is comprised of residents who volunteer their time to help maintain
town owned Conservation Area Lands. These areas can show wear and tear—
being a member of the Conservation Corps helps keep up with well used trails.
Wet weather patterns & more frequent high-wind events increase the need for
regular monitoring & maintenance. Projects range from trailhead clean up and
invasive species removal to bridge building and clearing downed trees.
Next Work Day Events ~ (sign up to keep up with the exact dates and times!)
Range View Meadow: sign installation and entrance clean up (invasive spp.)
TBD: Water Chestnut removal at Bachelor Brook confluence.
River to Range: clean up work is needed at the bench areas along the trail
(weeds).
Brought to you by the Planning & Conservation Department. 413-538-5030 x6129
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